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Introduction: 
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jack-and-jill bathroom. I think that my favorite part about living in the residence hall was actually 

a class that you get to take with your residence hall, it’s called your Critical Thinking & Writing 

and every first year student takes this with people living on their floor and in their building. That 

class was super fun because I got to know the people as floor-mates but also people as 

classmates and we’d all write our papers together, peer-edit; so I absolutely loved living in the 
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Tater-tots, two or three orders of tater-tots.  

 

 

j: 

Is the food pretty good here? 

 

Alonzo Bilips: 

Oh, food’s amazing here. We’re catered by Bon Appetite and they cater to Twitter and 

Facebook and Apple, so we have like top-notch food here. So food is definitely not a problem at 

the University. And then around noon, I look up to see if any sports teams are having games on-

campus. And then sometimes I like to hit up the library just to knock out like one or two subjects 

before that Sunday night rush to the library. Just to make sure I’m not in there for like 5 hours 

when I could just be in there for like an hour and a half or two. And then Saturday night, a lot of 

the off-campus housing, they normally have little shindigs and get-togethers. Where the doors 

are wide open and they just want people to come in, hang out, get to know different people. 

That’s a really time that I got to interact with people that I normally wouldn’t get to interact with. 

The majority of people who live off campus are Juniors and Seniors. That’s a really great way to 

network and get to know different people that you wouldn’t really get to interact with on a daily 

basis.  

 

j: 

Now that you guys are all here and living it up on the Santa Clara campus, as students, your 

valuable hindsight can now become our listeners foresight. So Uma, you know there are tens of 

thousands of students in the process of making a very important decision for their lives, what 

advice do you have for them? 

 

Uma Palaniappan: 

I think that it’s a time where you really come into yourself, and I don’t want to say “rediscover 

your identity” but kind of-- it’s very formative. And so I think that while your parents might 

encourage you to check out a place or might push you to go in one direction, ultimately you 

should come to that decision, and I think that once you make that decision for yourself, it opens 

the door fo
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j: 

Nathan, now you have four years under your belt as well, and are a graduating senior, what key 

advice do you have? 

 

 

Nathan Metzger: 

The first thing I’d say is: relax, because, kind of at this point in the college decision making 

process, you kind of know what your options are, and just know that the most important thing is 

not necessarily which school you choose, but what you do there, because you can find the 

school that you think is the perfect one for you, and you could go there and just hit the books for 

four years and that’s it; that’s probably not going to be as enriching of an experience as if you go 
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